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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

July 6, 2026

The Honorable Pete Hegseth
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301

Dear Secretary Hegseth,

We write concerning reports of your unprecedented decision to personally remove
qualified Officers from consideration for promotion to Brigadier General, Major General and
Flag Officer.' * These actions raise concerns regarding the criteria, process, and authorities
utilized to make changes to promotion recommendations after completion of the highly regulated
military promotion board process.’

The promotion system for General Officers is intended to promote personnel with
leadership, operational, and institutional knowledge that will provide useful expertise to not only
the military but the elected leadership of this nation. These promotions are based on merit,
qualifications, and the needs of the U.S. Armed Forces.* It is imperative that the decision to
promote an Officer is made in accordance with the law, established military personnel policies
and regulations, and the principle of a professional, apolitical military.

We recognize the importance of having the most qualified Officers serving in these
positions of great responsibility. While there are valid reasons to remove Officers
from consideration for promotion for reasons that often involve sensitive or adverse
information; public reports indicate your actions may be politically motivated, disregards the
many achievements of these Officers, and shirks the idea of an apolitical military.’ ®
Additionally, there are reports that your decisions are affecting morale among all ranks
of Officers.’
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Therefore, we request information regarding your decision-making process and rationale
for removing qualified Officers from promotion consideration. Specifically, please provide
answers to the following questions:

1.

Please provide the legal and regulatory authorities you relied on to remove Officers
from promotion consideration.

What was your criteria for removing these Officers from the promotion
consideration? How was it applied?

Please provide the demographic breakdown of the Officers removed from promotion
consideration.

Please indicate whether any of these Officers were removed for reasons other than
military performance, professional qualifications, or conduct.

When questioned about these decisions you stated that there was a need to correct
years of “gender and demographic engineering” that blunted the effectiveness of U.S.
troops on the battlefield.® Please provide all internal studies or other documents
showing decline in effectiveness of U.S. troops on the battlefield under the leadership
of these Officers.

Have you or your staff analyzed the long-term impacts to the force to include force
management, readiness, morale, and overall, Officer retention? To include a 10-to-15-
year planning outlook?

Do you plan on continuing to insert your authority over future promotion lists? If so,
what authorities and criteria would you use to justify these actions.

We request a written response to all these questions by August 30" 2026. Thank you for your
time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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Richard Blumenthal

ited States Senator United States Senator
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Elissa Slotkin Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator United States Senator
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Richard J. Durbin Cory A. Booker
United States Senator United States Senator
Jeffrey A Merkley

United States Senator



