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Nnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1011

April 21, 2026

The Honorable Ron Wyden
Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Finance
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Wyden,

No American should be delayed or denied needed health care. It is unacceptable that Americans, who are
paying record premiums to insurers making record profits in the world’s richest country, are nevertheless
denied medically necessary care. The abuse of “prior authorization™ practices has led to Georgians being
denied life-saving medication and waiting months for the care they need— all at the whim of insurance
companies. This requires us to act in defense of our constituents’ health.

I commend you for your recent appeal to all U.S. Senators to address the abuse of “prior authorization”
practices. Time spent battling middlemen for needed care is precious time lost during a health crisis.
Recent polling found that one in three insured adults in the U.S. consider prior authorization to be the
single biggest burden they face getting health care.! The consequences of having a service or claim denied
is serious. A study by Johns Hopkins earlier this year concluded that “authorization requirements were
associated with disease exacerbation, preventable hospitalization, prolonged hospital stay, and lower rates
of disease-free survival.”?

Consider this: in 2024, 4 million Medicare Advantage “prior authorization” requests were denied. While
only 471,500 claims were appealed, 80.7% of them were partially or fully overturned. * But few patients
have the time, power, or know-how to fight insurance companies by appealing improper denials of care
— so instead they go without care or pay out of pocket, despite having “health coverage.” In 2024, more
than 85 million ACA in-network claims were denied, but less than 1% of those denials were appealed.*

In support of your efforts on behalf of American patients and families, I am calling on the Senate to take
up legislation that will end the abusive denial or delay of medically necessary health care. At minimum,
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such legislation should hold insurance companies accountable for improper denials of care, mandate
immediate response from insurance companies to requests for authorization, and prohibit retroactive
denials of authorization except in cases of fraud or misrepresentation.

I look forward to working with you to ensure Americans have timely access to the health care services

they need.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

(/ Jon Ossoff
United States Senator



