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March 3, 2026

The Honorable Douglas A. Collins
Secretary

Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20420

Secretary Collins:

I write with deep concern over your February 17 proposal to drastically change the way benefits
are decided for disabled veterans, effectuating a cut in what veterans would receive moving forward.
Your interim final rule entitled “Evaluative Rating: Impact of Medication” would have a devastating
impact on disabled veterans in Georgia and nationwide. It is my understanding that in the face of
overwhelming backlash you have reconsidered your position. However the February 17 proposal has
already eroded trust in VA leadership and I urge you to provide a clear and immediate explanation of your
Intentions.

Linking a veteran’s disability rating to how well they are managing their symptoms is clearly
incorrect. Under your policy, veterans would only get their maximum benefit if their health is failing and
they choose not to take advantage of available methods to improve their daily life. The policy you
proposed would force veterans to choose between their health and receiving the disability benefits that
they have earned. Under your proposal, in order to maintain their disability rating and compensation,
veterans may be forced to choose not to seek healthcare, not take their medications, or to delay or avoid
surgical interventions entirely in order to pay their bills. These outcomes are inconsistent with the
Department’s mission to care for veterans, especially those injuries and illnesses that are connected to
their service.

Medication and treatment ultimately assist veterans dealing with the symptoms of an injury,
illness, or disease, but that does not mean the veteran is cured. Medication effects may lessen over time,
the veteran’s tolerance to medication could change, or the diagnosis could progress. A veteran’s access to
the medication could also be interrupted — particularly if their required copay increased as a result of their
disability rating being decreased.

If the interim final rule were enacted, it could lead to more veteran suicides — with veterans
choosing not to take medication to assist with depression and anxiety out of concern that it will impact
their monthly income.

Your published justification for the rule stated that it was necessary in order to avoid an increase
to the claims backlog. A fear of being “responsible” for an increase in the claims backlog—something
you’ve claimed to nearly eliminate— is not a good enough reason to force veterans to make choices



between their health and providing for their families, particularly with inflation so high, and economic
conditions so challenging.

Veterans continue to suffer from their service-connected disabilities. They should not be
penalized for seeking healthcare and following a doctor’s instructions to better manage their day-to-day
symptoms. A simple declaration that the Department will not enforce the rule is insufficient. You must
explain to the nation’s veterans why you understand your proposal was wrong and how you now plan to
proceed.

Sincerely,

Jon Ossoff

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies



