
 

 

March 28, 2026  

  

Mr. Rick Willis  

President  

Brain Injury Association of America  

3057 Nutley Street  

#805  

Fairfax, Virginia 22031  

  

  

Dear President Willis,  

  

I write to elevate an issue brought to my attention by a young athlete from Georgia, who shared 

concerns about the long-term impacts of both traumatic and non-traumatic brain injuries. As 

the nation’s largest organization dedicated to brain injury awareness, education, and advocacy, 

the Brain Injury Association of America (BIAA) has a critical role to play in supporting 

individuals and families affected by brain injury. I write to inquire about your ongoing efforts 

and better understand what more can be done to strengthen support for individuals affected by 

brain injuries.  
 

In Georgia, traumatic brain injury continues to affect thousands of individuals each year. In 

2019, there were 21,026 emergency department visits and 8,081 hospitalizations related to 

traumatic brain injury, totaling more than 29,000 cases statewide.1 These injuries can have 

lasting effects on individuals and families and require ongoing medical care and support. They 

also result in substantial costs to my State, with an estimated $1.5 billion annually in medical 

expenses, lost wages and reduced ability to work.2 These figures reflect the continued need to 

improve awareness, strengthen systems of care, and ensure individuals and families are able 

to access the services and support they need.  
 

As you know, we continue to learn more about brain injury through research conducted by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 

Defense, and the Department of Veterans Affairs. However, as I wrote in my letter to the 

National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), ensuring that this research translates into 

consistent and accessible care remains a challenge and one of my highest priorities.3   
 

BIAA’s work to expand awareness, provide individuals and families with access to information 

through the National Brain Injury Information Center, strengthen professional standards through 

 

1 Georgia Department of Public Health. Traumatic Brain Injury (CDC CORE Program), 

https://dph.georgia.gov/health-topics/injury-prevention-program/cdc-core/traumatic-brain-injury (last updated June 

5, 2025).  
2 Ibid. 
3 Letter from Senator Jon Ossoff to the National Collegiate Athletic Association, https://www.ossoff.senate.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2026/03/26.03.27_Sen.-Ossoff-Letter-to-NCAA.pdf (sent March 27, 2026).  

https://dph.georgia.gov/health-topics/injury-prevention-program/cdc-core/traumatic-brain-injury
https://www.ossoff.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/26.03.27_Sen.-Ossoff-Letter-to-NCAA.pdf
https://www.ossoff.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/26.03.27_Sen.-Ossoff-Letter-to-NCAA.pdf


 

 

the Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialists, and advance federal policy has helped 

improve coordination, access, and understanding of brain injury nationwide. Therefore, to the 

extent possible, I urge you to continue your efforts to expand awareness, strengthen access to 

care, and support individuals living with brain injury. For this reason, I ask that BIAA provide 

information regarding the challenges that remain and the steps needed to better support 

individuals affected by brain injury:  
 

1. What gaps remain in access to care, rehabilitation services, and long-term support for 

individuals living with traumatic and non-traumatic brain injuries?  

 

2. What barriers do individuals and families continue to face in navigating care systems and 

accessing critical services following a brain injury?  

 

3. What Federal initiatives, policy changes, or funding streams does BIAA believe are most 

needed to improve care, support services, and long-term outcomes for individuals 

affected by brain injury?  

 

4. What ongoing efforts is BIAA undertaking to advance research, data collection, or best 

practices related to brain injury, including efforts to improve coordination of care and 

long-term outcomes?  

 

I trust organizations like BIAA to continue its coordination with survivors, caregivers, providers, 

and state partners to help identify practical approaches to improving outcomes for individuals 

affected by brain injury. I would welcome the opportunity to continue this dialogue and work 

together to support individuals and families in Georgia and across the country. I respectfully 

request that you brief my staff on BIAA’s current priorities and recommendations for Congress 

to best support these efforts.  
 

Thank you for your consideration and continued leadership to support individuals and families 

affected by brain injury.  

 

Sincerely, 

  
 

_______________________ 

Jon Ossoff 

United States Senator 


